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PROPOSED RULE CHANGE – for 2012 AGM – No.2 

The League has received a proposal from Marske Badminton Club that a cut-off date for Player Registration to the League should be introduced.

The extract below is from Marske BC.
Over the last few seasons we have observed the use of “ringers” by a number of clubs in order to either maintain a team in a division or to gain promotion.

We do not consider this a fair or just way of deciding promotion and relegation issues and don’t believe it to be in the spirit of the game or in the best interests of the Tees Active Badminton League or its member clubs.

Our contention is that a team will find its level in the league and that if players are brought in from outside the club who are not members in the club it will lead to an imbalance in divisions for the following season.

In order to make a level playing field for all clubs Marske Badminton Club would like to make the following proposal for voting on at the 2012 AGM of the Tees Active Badminton League.

Proposal –

The league shall introduce a cut-off date for players to be eligible to take part in matches in the league for a given season.

That cut-off date should be the last day of February for matches to be played in that season.

By that date the player must have been electronically registered to play for the club on the BE online club registration as well as being nominated to the league secretary.

Therefore Rule 35 will read as follows (changes in bold italic) 
All Clubs and Players in the League must be affiliated to their respective County Badminton Association and BADMINTON England. All affiliation fees, (BADMINTON England, County and League), must be paid not later than 30 September of each season. All Players in a Club, irrespective of whether they pay their affiliation fee through that Club, must be on that Club’s Affiliation List with BADMINTON England. Failure to do so will mean expulsion from the League. 

In addition all players must be registered with the League prior to playing any matches. The registration will include full name of player, name of Club, BADMINTON England Affiliation Number and Leagues (Mixed/Ladies/Gents) for which the player is registered with that Club. 

(A player can be registered before they are affiliated). 

A Club will be able to Register new players during the season up to the end of February. From the 1st March new players to a Club will need to be Affiliated to BADMINTON England, but cannot play in League Matches.

Failure to register will mean that the player’s results are null and void. This will continue for every match played up to when they become registered. Results will not be altered for the period a player is not registered.

Please note that this is a Marske BC Proposal.

The League Management Committee discussed this issue at their Meeting in May.
Below is the Minute of this discussion.
Rule Change

Paul Hensby raised the issue of Clubs bringing in better players “ringers” for end of season matches that could have an impact on the final League Tables. This happened recently in a Gents ‘C’ Division match involving Marske ‘C’ & Thornaby Pavilion ‘B’. At the time of the match being played, both teams were in with a chance of being runners-up to the runaway winners, St Matthews. As it was, Marske ‘C’ won the match and as a result finished the season in second place.

Marske BC wanted an additional rule, where after a certain date (say end of February) Clubs could not Register new players to play in the League.

During the ensuing discussion the following points were raised.

During the current season 38 players were registered between the start of the season and end of February. From the beginning of March to the end of the season a further 15 players were registered.

For some Teams it might mean that they will only be able to field two pairs in matches towards the end of the season. This could also cause an impact on final League placings.


It was then suggested that the rule should only apply to bottom teams in a Club.

For equity the rule had to apply to all teams. Otherwise it would give an unfair advantage to Clubs with only one team in the League. Example – In Gents Division ‘A’, Middlesbrough  could Register new players throughout the whole season whilst the rest of the teams would have the restriction placed on them.
In addition the rule would be very difficult to manage if it only applied to some teams and not others.   

As the League Management Committee had agreed last season not to change the ruling on Registering Players (Minute 13.11) and with only half the Committee being present at this Meeting, it was again decided not to propose a change to the ruling.

Marske BC was within their rights to submit a proposal to the AGM for it to be voted on. 
The proposed “Rule Change” as stated in bold, is what will be voted on at the AGM

All the other material is for information so that Clubs have the full picture. 
Roger Cook

Hon Secretary

